
A Practical Guide to Protecting Your Legacy and Your Loved Ones.

Estate planning ensures that the wealth you have built passes smoothly to the people and causes you care  
about, with less tax, less delay, and clear direction. It also protects you if you become unable to manage  
your own affairs.

For retirees, a well-organized estate plan brings peace of mind, knowing your wishes will be honoured and  
your family looked after.

Core Estate Planning Documents

A complete plan starts with keeping a few key documents current.

•	 Will — Directs how your assets are distributed and can establish trusts for beneficiaries.

•	 Enduring power of attorney — Lets someone you trust manage your finances if you are unable to.

•	 Personal directive — Sets out your wishes for personal and health-care decisions.

•	 Beneficiary designations — On RRIFs, TFSAs, and insurance, kept up to date to align with your plan.

Reducing Tax and Probate

Careful planning can leave more for your family and less for taxes.

At death, registered accounts like RRIFs are generally taxed as income unless they pass to a spouse,  
and other assets may face probate fees. Naming beneficiaries, using spousal rollovers, and holding certain  
assets appropriately can help reduce these costs. 
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Common Estate Planning Tools

Tool Purpose Benefit

Will Direct distribution Control and clarity

Beneficiary designation Pass assets directly May bypass probate

Spousal rollover Transfer to spouse Defers tax at death

Life insurance Provide liquidity Tax-free cash to heirs

Trust Hold and control assets Flexibility and protection

Common estate planning tools for retirees

Providing for the Next Generation

A good plan considers how and when your heirs receive their inheritance.

Trusts, staged gifts, and beneficiary designations can help you provide for children and grandchildren in a way  
that reflects your wishes, protects vulnerable beneficiaries, and can even reduce tax for the whole family.

Keeping Your Plan Current

Estate plans should be reviewed after major life events, such as a marriage, divorce, birth, death, or  
a significant change in your assets, to make sure they still reflect your wishes and current tax rules.

How We Help Protect Your Legacy

Estate planning brings together your will, tax strategy, insurance, and family goals. We work with your lawyer  
and accountant to help ensure a smooth, tax-efficient transfer of your wealth that protects your loved ones and  
the legacy you have built.
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Pax Portfolio Advisory Team
We’re delighted that you are interested in learning more about our services. The name PAX is Latin for peace,  
and our goal over more than 50 years of combined experience has been to simplify your wealth and provide you  
with lasting peace of mind.

Trixie Rowein, 
b.comm, fma, cfp®, cim®
Senior Portfolio Manager,  
Financial Advisor

Known for her commitment to community and clients  
for 25 years at Raymond James. Responsible for  
investment strategy, client communication, educational 
seminars, and charitable initiatives. She specializes  
in guiding clients through life transitions, including  
retirement and loss of a spouse. Trixie has two daughters 
and speaks Spanish. She enjoys travelling, gardening  
and scrapbooking.

Taylor Cooper, 
b.comm, cim®, tep
Associate Portfolio Manager,  
Financial Advisor

Works closely with clients to implement comprehensive  
financial and estate plans. He also facilitates portfolio  
management, trade execution, and conducts  
stock market analysis.Taylor previously played  
semi-professional hockey in the Western Hockey  
League and later competed as a student-athlete  
with the University of Alberta Golden Bears.

Matthew Moellenbeck
Licensed Financial  
Advisor Assistant

Wendy Hildebrandt
Investment Advisor Assistant

Responsible for managing all client account information,  
coordinating regular income distributions, and 
developing financial plans. He’s currently working 
towards his CFP designation and serves as the primary 
point of contact for all client inquiries. Outside of work,  
Matt enjoys staying active, whether it’s hiking, running,  
or cross-countryskiing, in addition to playing in a band.

Supports the team with administrative tasks,  
account openings, and managing documentation.  
Her commitment to delivering exceptional customer 
service ensures that every client receives the highest 
level of care. Wendy values community and volunteer 
work, and in her free time, she enjoys crafting and 
spending quality time with her family.
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