
A Practical Guide to Building Retirement Income When You Own the Business.

Business owners rarely have a workplace pension, and much of their wealth is often tied up in the business itself. 
Retirement income usually has to be built from savings, investments, and the eventual value of the company.

With a clear plan, you can create dependable retirement income, reduce your reliance on a future sale,  
and decide how and when to step back on your own terms.

The Business Owner’s Retirement Challenge

Without a pension, your retirement income has to be assembled from several sources.

Much of your net worth may be concentrated in the business, which can be difficult to convert to income. 
Building wealth outside the company and starting early gives you flexibility and reduces the pressure to sell at  
exactly the right moment.

Building Retirement Income Sources

•	 RRSPs and TFSAs — Personal registered accounts provide tax-sheltered growth and flexible retirement income.

•	 Corporate investments — Surplus funds invested in the company or a holdco can fund retirement over time.

•	 Individual Pension Plan (IPP) — Can allow larger tax-deductible contributions than an RRSP for 
incorporated owners.

•	 CPP and OAS — Government benefits form a base of inflation-indexed lifetime income.

•	 Sale of the business — Proceeds from a future sale can be converted into lasting retirement income.
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Common Retirement Income Sources for Business Owners

Source Nature of Income Consideration

Corporate investments Flexible Tax-deferred until withdrawn

RRSP / TFSA Flexible Tax-efficient and liquid

CPP / OAS Lifetime, indexed Timing affects amount

Sale of business One-time Watch capital gains tax

Typical retirement income sources for business owners

Don’t Rely on the Sale Alone

A business is worth what someone will pay for it, and that is never guaranteed.

Building diversified wealth outside the company means your retirement does not depend entirely on selling at  
the right time and price. It also gives you the freedom to accept the right offer rather than the first one.

Transitioning Out Gradually

Many owners prefer a phased retirement, scaling back involvement while a successor or management team  
steps up. A written plan helps you decide when to hand over the reins and how to replace your income.

How We Help Business Owners Retire Well

We help business owners turn years of hard work into dependable retirement income, coordinating corporate  
assets, personal investments, and government benefits so you can step back on your own terms.
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Pax Portfolio Advisory Team
We’re delighted that you are interested in learning more about our services. The name PAX is Latin for peace,  
and our goal over more than 50 years of combined experience has been to simplify your wealth and provide you  
with lasting peace of mind.

Trixie Rowein, 
b.comm, fma, cfp®, cim®
Senior Portfolio Manager,  
Financial Advisor

Known for her commitment to community and clients  
for 25 years at Raymond James. Responsible for  
investment strategy, client communication, educational 
seminars, and charitable initiatives. She specializes  
in guiding clients through life transitions, including  
retirement and loss of a spouse. Trixie has two daughters 
and speaks Spanish. She enjoys travelling, gardening  
and scrapbooking.

Taylor Cooper, 
b.comm, cim®, tep
Associate Portfolio Manager,  
Financial Advisor

Works closely with clients to implement comprehensive  
financial and estate plans. He also facilitates portfolio  
management, trade execution, and conducts  
stock market analysis.Taylor previously played  
semi-professional hockey in the Western Hockey  
League and later competed as a student-athlete  
with the University of Alberta Golden Bears.

Matthew Moellenbeck
Licensed Financial  
Advisor Assistant

Wendy Hildebrandt
Investment Advisor Assistant

Responsible for managing all client account information,  
coordinating regular income distributions, and 
developing financial plans. He’s currently working 
towards his CFP designation and serves as the primary 
point of contact for all client inquiries. Outside of work,  
Matt enjoys staying active, whether it’s hiking, running,  
or cross-countryskiing, in addition to playing in a band.

Supports the team with administrative tasks,  
account openings, and managing documentation.  
Her commitment to delivering exceptional customer 
service ensures that every client receives the highest 
level of care. Wendy values community and volunteer 
work, and in her free time, she enjoys crafting and 
spending quality time with her family.
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